Transforming ol Teaching through

Reading to

Understand
SESSION 6

ATAGLANCE

Checking Students’
Understandings Through
Informal Reading Conferences

AGENDA

Before the Session
Engage, Reflect, Assess e

Discuss Professional Reading: “Teach Students How to Select ‘Just-Right’
Books”(Reading Essentials excerpt, pp. 93-95), “Choosing Just-Right Books”
(Conversations excerpt, pp. 50-52), and “What Do We Mean by an Independent

@ Reading Program?” (Reading Essentials excerpt, pp. 85-90), all downloadable from
www.regieroutman.com

View Video (25 min

Checking Students’ Understandings Through Informal Reading
Conferences

# Naming and Practicing What Good Readers Do: Kristy (Grade 4)
# Evolving Views of a Classroom Teacher: Ginny Vale (Grade 4) &

# Handing over Responsibilily to Studenis: A Follow-Up Conference
with Juan (Grade 5)

Achieve a Deeper

Professional Reading for Next Session:
“Conduct Informal Reading Conferences”
(Reading Essentials excerpt, pp. 101-108)

Become familiar with the pro-
cedures for an informal read-
ing conference. Review the
resources in this session. Have
ready whatever forms or
record keeping you may be
using or recommending for
assessment. Participants may
want to adapt the form.

Review the Try It/Apply Ir
activity from the last session.
Connect what participants
learned about choosing just-
right books in Session 5 to
conducting an effective read-
ing conference.

Read the Notes on the Deeper
Understanding charts, pre-
view the video, and take notes
on the session Notecatcher.
Be ready to discuss the profes-
sional readings for this session:
“Teach Students How to Select
‘Just-Right’ Books” (Reading
Essentials excerpt, pp. 93-95),
“Choosing Just-Right Books”
(Conversations excerpt, pp.
50-52), and “What Do We
Mean by an Independent
Reading Program?” (Reading
Essentials excerpt, pp. 85-90).

continues on next page

@ In this Session

Optimal Learning Model in
a Daily Literacy Block (see
Session 2)

An Informal Reading
Conference: A Tool for
Comprehensive
Assessment (not available
on website) 7 PDN 6-5

Confinues on next page

PDN numbiers refer to paiges in the

Professional Development Notebook:

1 CHECKING STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDINGS THROUGH INFORMAL READING CONFERENCES
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continued from page 1

After the Session

Collect and review participants’ session evaluations.

Review, reflect on, and revise your plans for the next session based on these

evaluations.

= Send a reminder about the professional reading, the Try It/ Apply It activity,
and the date, time, and place of the next meeting.

s Read “Conduct Informal Reading Conferences” (Reading Essentials excerpt,
pp. 101-108). Think about a question based on this excerpt that would
jumpstart participants’” exchange of ideas about it.

s Perhaps encourage participants to observe each other’s conferring and give
feedback.

In this Session, coni.

= A Framework for an Informal Reading Conference 9 PDN 6-8
= Informal Reading Conference formgs)
s Blank form 10; PDN 6-8
o Kristy 11; PDN 6-9
«Juan 12/ PDN 6-10 ,
= |dentifying Readers’ Strengths: A Checklist of Possibilities 13, PDN 6-11
Chiid-Friendly Reading Goals 15, PDN 6-12
Questions to Probe for Student Understanding 16, PDN6=14

On the Website

Additional Blank Conference Forms: Informal Reading Conferences

= Aftitude/Interest Surveys: Blank Forms
= Keeping Track of Conferences: Ginny Vale’s Plan

=  Management Practices During Independent Reading
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The time segments listed in the agenda are geared for a 90—120-minute session.

1. Engage, Reflect, Assess (10-15 min.)

= Have participants share with one another how the Try It/Apply It activity went.

* What went well? What did they notice? What changes/modifications
will they make as a result of their new learning?

2. Discuss Professional Reading (10-15 min.)

= Invite participants to discuss “Teach Students How to Select Tust-Right’
Books” (Reading Essentials excerpt, pp. 93-95), “Choosing Just-Right Books”
(Conversations excerpt, pp. 50-52), and “What Do We Mean by an
Independent Reading Program?” (Reading Essentials excerpt, pp. 85-90).

3. Set Goals (3 min.)
Share what participants may expect from the session:

s Learn how to regularly monitor each student’s independent reading through
informal reading conferences.

s Demonstrate how to conduct an informal reading conference with a student.

= Understand how reading conferences can be used to focus on students’
strengths, teach what’s necessary, and set new goals with and for students.

® Learn to use informal reading conferences to place more responsibility on
students to self-monitor their reading and set important goals.

= Consider the ways informal reading conferences help them shift their stance so
that they stay current with each child’s reading likes and dislikes, strengths,
and needs for instruction.

4. Introduce the Video 2 min.)

® Say something like the following in your introduction:
This session’s video will impress upon us how beneficial it is to confer briefly with
one or two students each day. Notice the way the conferences develop a rapport
between teacher and student. The student basks in the special attention and feels
valued as a reader. Notice the way these informal reading conferences allow us to
carefully monitor every student’s self-selected reading—so that any fake readers
we have will be discovered and get the support they need. Also pay attention to
the procedures, the tone of the conference, who’s in charge, and what is learned by
the teacher and student.
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Note to
Facilitators:
In this session;
Discuission
Quiestions are
included here
instead of on
their own page.

&. View Video and Take Notes (30 min.)

Watch the 15-minute conference with Kristy. Do a brief turn-and-talk by

asking participants to share with a partner all they noticed about the
conference. Then, if you wish, chart their ideas, which generates a list of
insights and information quickly. Now view the interview with teacher Ginny
Vale (4-minute segment). Afterward, ask: “What did you notice?” Repeat the
turn-and-talk activity. Do the same process with the third segment, the
conference with Juan.

s. Respond to the Video (10-15min.)

a If you prefer, have participants watch all three segments straight through and

then use the following Discussion Questions to prompt a group discussion:

« What did you notice about the interaction between the teacher and stu-
dent? What was the role of the teacher? What was the role of the student?

. How did Regie Routman use the reading conference to focus on a stu-
dent’s strengths? How did she use the conference to pinpoint an area of
need and teach it on the spot? How did she she set new goals with and
for the student?

7. Achieve a Deeper Understanding (15-20 min.)

® Give participants a few minutes to read and review the Deeper Understanding

charts. This will help them recall particulars of how Regie Routman conferred
with students; namely, the questions and follow-up questions she asked to gain
insight. It might be useful to have small groups select either the Kristy or Juan
conference, review the completed form from the conference, and describe it as
a sequence of teaching moves. Groups can then share with the whole group
their understanding of the basic structure of these conferences. What you are
after here is to swiftly pool understandings of all the possibilities for these
informal reading conferences so that teachers approach the Try It/Apply It
activity with maximum information and confidence.

s. Try It/Apply It in the Classroom (10-15 min.)

= Invite participants to try an informal reading conference first with a high-

achieving student, and then with a typically performing student. (Starting with
a high-achieving student will build confidence.) Let participants know that in
this session they learn and try out the procedures for an informal reading
conference. In Session 7, they learn how to confer with readers who struggle
and get additional practice in conducting an informal reading conference.

e Direct participants to the resources in this session and on the website for

procedures and information on conducting informal reading conferences.
Advise participants that they may want to have some of these resources by
their side until they become familiar with the procedures, language,
questioning, and goal setting in an informal reading conference.
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The following are some conference guidelines to share with participants now
for their informal reading conferences:

+ Begin by affirming the student. Ask questions that have the child
articulate what he/she has done well.

+ Name what they see as strengths and record these.

* Note their teaching focus.

+ Select one or two reading goals with the student.

* Have the student state reading strengths and goals.
+ Set a time and date for the next reading conference.

« It is very important to remember this while conferring: after they
ask a question, give the student time to collect his thoughts—it’s
tempting for the teacher to fill in the silence with an additional
comment or the answer but it undermines the process. It’s through
talk that students discover what they think and what they know
about reading.

Remind participants to be ready to share their findings with their small group
during the next session.

9, Wrap-Up (5-10 min.)

Celebrate and highlight learning.
Ask participants for feedback on the session.
Post the date, time, and place of the next session.

Ask participants to read for the next session: “Conduct Informal Reading
Conferences” (Reading Essentials excerpt, pp. 101-108).

Encourage vertical, grade-level, and/or partner teams to meet weekly before
the next whole-group sessions to revisit the video on the website, the Deeper
Understanding charts, and/or plan together and try out new learning. They
can use the Response Notes page to record ideas and questions to bring back
to the next session.

Remind participants to bring any forms, lessons, writing, or student work
samples from the Try It/Apply It activity to the next session.

page | 8.
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AN INFORMAL READING CONFERENCE

A Tool for Comprehensive Assessment

An informal reading conference, sitting side-by-side with a student, reveals the
most effective, complete, and accurate assessment of a child’s reading. Tt com-
prises, in effect, assessment of reading, assessment for reading, and assessment as
reading. Here, we are not just assessing for reading the words but reading for deep
understanding.

To gain information of the child as a reader, as part of the informal reading
conference, you can efficiently include and modify several effective reading
assessments, such as:

® Reading interview and attitude/interest survey (see website for forms)

= Running records of oral reading (Marie Clay, Heinemann) or modified
running record. (Photocopy one page from the book. Have the student
read the page aloud. Mark and analyze the miscues.)

= Anecdotal records

@ QObservations of reading behaviors
s Reading record/log

= Personal response

= Think aloud (Have the child say everything he’s thinking.)

In 15-20 minutes, in an informal reading conference, you can
find out if the student:

= Chooses books at his just-right reading level

= Keeps a reading record/log that indicates preferences of texts and authors,
balance of genres, variety and depth of reading, and quantity of reading

= Reads for enjoyment, information, and own purposes
= Distinguishes specific features of and between genres

= Uses illustrations, diagrams, labels, text features, and other resources to
support understanding

» Has sufficient letter/sound knowledge, background knowledge, and
vocabulary to understand text

= Reads almost all the words

= Figures out unknown words—decoding and determining meaning
= Retells events in order and includes supporting details

= Tells the most important happenings in own words—summarizes

® Infers meaning from text
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= Interprets and analyzes text and author’s point of view
= Connects personal experiences to the text
= Notices author’s craft and literary language
# Reads fluently and reads at the appropriate speed for the type of text
= Understands character motivation and behavior
Predicts while reading and confirms, or not, those predictions
States facts learned
Self-monitors and self-corrects, as needed, for meaning
= Interactively applies reading strategies to make sense of text

@ Sets reasonable and important “next-steps” goals

Works to achieve agreed upon goals

Important Note:

Assessing on a text the student is familiar with (the student has completed the
book or is in the process of reading it) optimizes comprehension as the
student, most likely, has some background and understanding of the text.

Regie Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).



CHECKING STUDENTS’ UNDERSTANDINGS THROUGH INFORMAL READING CONFERENCES

page 9

@ A FRAMEWORK FOR AN INFORMAL
READING CONFERENCE

a

2}

Bring me a book that you can read pretty well. (Is the child able to select books
she can read and understand?)

Why did you choose this book? (Does the child take recommendations from peers?
Is this a favorite author or series? Is she overrelying on designated book levels?)
What is the reading level of this book for you? (Does the child know that under-
standing requires reading easy and just-right books? Is she overrelying on being
able to read all the words?)

Tell me what the book is about so far. (Can the child give an adequate retelling that
shows she understands the gist and main ideas of the text? If not, check oral read-
ing to be sure she can read the text. If oral reading is a problem, help her select an
easier text. If not, probe to find out why she cannot say what the book is about.)

#  Read this part of the book for me. (Have a younger student and developing

reader read orally. However, once the child is a “reader,” have her read silently,
since most of the reading we do in the world is silent. Ask her to read two or
three pages while you read along silently. Note the time she starts and finishes in
order to approximate her reading rate per page. Jot down difficult vocabulary
words so you can check to be sure she is figuring them out. Observe her as she
reads silently. Does she subvocalize, reread, use illustrations and visuals, get the
humor, or seem to skip over hard vocabulary?)

Tell me what you remember about what you just read. (If the child is reading
fiction, does she understand character motivation and behavior? If she is reading
nonfiction, is she also using charts, photos, and graphs to get information? Check
whether difficult vocabulary is understood. Is the student going beyond literal
events in her retelling?)

Let’s discuss your strengths and what you need to work on. (Always note first
what the child has done successfully so she will continue to do it and be affirmed
for her efforts.)

a STRENGTHS: (Focus on what the child does well—selecting a just-right
book, retelling appropriately, figuring out vocabulary, inferring meaning,
rereading when necessary.)

= GOALS: (State, and have student restate, one or two goals that have
resulted from the conference. See Child-Friendly Reading Goals, pp. 14-15,
for some important goals to set.)

How long do you think it will take you to complete this book? (Has the student
thought about it and set a realistic goal? For example, if there are eighty pages
left to read and she allots one hour a day for reading, thirty minutes at home
and thirty minutes in school, at a rate of about one page a minute, she should
easily be done with the book in two days or less.)

Regie Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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INFORMAL READING CONFERENCE

NAME DATE

= Bring me a book that you can read pretty well.

TITLE OF BOOK GENRE

s Why did you choose this book?

s What is the reading level of this book for you? hard easy just right

= Tell me what the book is about so far.

= Read this part of the book for me. (Take notes as the child reads silently or orally.)

s Tell me what you remember about what you just read.

® Let’s discuss your strengths and what you need to work on.

Strengths:

Goals:

s How long do you think it will take to complete this book?

Reading Essentials by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH); © 2003

Regie Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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Informal Reading Conference:
Kristy
NAME }{m’fﬁg M. patE _10~-2.1(
O Bring me a book that you can read pretty well. 9 ree 7
TITLE OF BOOK _ e refY of Brrom  GEnge L sy
Hhboll i J
O Why did you choos;{}z’x@ook? othesr Z)aﬂéLf In e ,
O What is the readmg level of this book for you? hard easy just right /

Jeronn g de«fUde“ﬁ%WaJa&a«ﬁﬁm
0 Tell me what the book is about so far.  (Cocpru Mf

,j?gﬁ,é WWW M

'{\) regons {ﬁ(u- ff
O Read this part of the book for me (Take fotes as the child reads silently or orally.)
f{‘;[d W15,ELR,.\7 W“W}M&e&?iﬂ}
- AL S¢ VWM
L, F ‘ Cx

207 1 stectiid

0O Tell me what you remember about what you )ust read.

01 Let’s discuss your strengths and what you need to work on. M,,(

* <X Strengths: Memu koo
- e rdes

b o (/L/VY?({ '(7/7 Iy A—fM g

O How long ﬁa yo%%i:ink m&%mﬁ%
,21;«&@7_{ (M&c/@ mg’l«l’f" {ooof?[wfwfef/}'\
Lpepr por L)

eot
hoddled

Regie Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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@ Informal Reading Conference:
Juan

NAME: (//A G C Dare: /1% ks
=75 Pl g g s
Bring me a book that you can read pretty well.
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Why did you choose this book?
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What is the reading level of this book for you? Basy ______JustRight / Hard

Tell me what the book is about s0 far
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Read this part of the book for me.{Take notes as the child reads aloud or silently.)
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Tell me what you remember about what you just read.

Let’s discuss your strengths and what you need to work on.
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Regic Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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IDENTIFYING READERS’ STRENGTHS:
A CHECKLIST OF POSSIBILITIES

Chooses a book he/she likes to read.

Selects a just-right book (you can read it; you understand it; you can figure
out most of the words you don’t know; you can tell everything about the story;
and you’re enjoying it).

Keeps a reading record.

Reads a series (you know how the series works).

Reads at a good pace and adjusts pace when necessary.
Self-corrects and monitors for meaning.

Rereads for meaning.

Retells the story in order.

Recalls important details.

Uses surrounding text to figure out unknown vocabulary.
Determines and states most important happenings (summarizes).
Connects the text with own life experiences and knowledge.
Thinks about what’s going on in the text: predicts, infers, and so on.

Applies strategies that have been previously demonstrated and practiced in
order to make sense of text.

page 13

Note: Use this list as a starting point to help you identify and name a student’s
strengths when you are conducting an informal reading conference.

Regie Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide ® 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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@ CHILD-FRIENDLY READING GOALS

s Reread when meaning is unclear, when something doesn’t make sense.
(Good readers monitor their reading to make sure they understand the text.)

= Think about what you are reading and what’s happening. (Good readers
use helpful strategies to understand text; they predict, check—and
sometimes change—their predictions, question themselves, question the
author, and summarize as they are reading.)

= Make sure you can decode and understand the words in the books you |
select, (Good readers know that if they can’t easily decode almost all the |
words, they won’t understand what they are reading. Good readers recognize
most words automatically, which allows them to focus on meaning.)

= Think about why characters act and behave the way they do. (Good
readers understand that fiction, historical fiction, and biographies are
largely about people—what motivates them, how they relate and change,
how they attempt to solve problems. )

= Make connections to your life and what you already know to help you
understand the story. (Good readers rely on prior knowledge and
experiences to help interpret text. Good readers know they need sufficient |
background knowledge before reading nonfiction and some fiction.) |

« Read in your mind. Don’t move your lips. (Good readers read a lot and
read quickly; they don’t have time to subvocalize.)

= Make a picture in your mind to help you understand. (Good readers
form mental and visual images in order to understand more as they read
and remember more afterward.)

= Try reading in another genre. (Good readers balance their reading diets and
know and understand how biography, poetry, nonfiction, and other genres
work. This in turn increases their general knowledge and vocabulary.)

Read more, at least thirty minutes a day at home, plus thirty minutes in
school. (Good readers read a lot, and in doing so increase their vocabulary,
fluency, and prior knowledge.)

s When you don’t know what a word means, use surrounding words—or
read the next sentence or two—to help you figure it out. (Good readers
have strong vocabularies and know how to determine concepts and word
meanings from context.)

Regie Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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@ QUESTIONS TO PROBE FOR STUDENT
UNDERSTANDING

With Fiction

w  What’s the problem in the story so far?

& What's the main character like? How does this character change?
s Tell me about the setting, where the story is taking place.
8 What’s your favorite part so far?

¥ What’s happening in the story right now?

= What do you think will happen next?

With Nonfiction

& What's the most interesting thing you’ve learned so far?
= What’s your favofite part?

®  What else are you hoping to learn?

= How is this book organized?

|
|
l
|
|

& What are some important facts you have learned? |

s What questions do you still have?

If a student seems not to be understanding, have him read a short passage aloud to
see whether this will help to figure out the problem:

= s the book too difficult—words, concepts, vocabulary?
Does he lack sufficient letter/sound knowledge?

® Does he lack sufficient background knowledge?

= Does he lack fluency?

® Does he fail to reread when something doesn’t make sense?
Is he aware that the text is not making sense to him?

Does he know how to select a just-right book?

Is he reading so slowly that he is not attending to meaning?

® Does he know how to use special features of text—illustrations, author
notes, captions, timelines, glossary, headings, and so on?

Regic Routman in Residence: Reading to Understand. Facilitator’s Guide © 2009 by Regie Routman (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).
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